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had therefore taken a vow to wreak vengeance on the Devas.
He ordered that the name of Vishnu should not be uttered by
any of his subjects. The performance of yagna and all rituals
were interdicted since the Vedas established the existence of God
Vishnu. The word Hari was eliminated from all books and the
mind of his subjects.

Hiranyakasipu's one desire was to conquer death and with
enat end in view he stipulated the request that neither water nor
fire, man nor God, animate or inanimate, or weapon should be the
cause of his death: neither inside nor outside earth nor air the place
neither day nor night the time for his death. The Creator granted
his request. Hiranyakasipu blessed with his boon became a tyrant.
He felt that Might was right.

Hiranyakasipu appointed Chanda and marka as teachers to
his son Prahlada. Chanda and Amarka were the sons of Sukra-
charya, the priest of the asuras.

Prahlada as a Divine Child.

It is difficult to recount Prahlada's excellences which arc
innumerable. The greatness of Prahlada, in whom could be seen a
natural affinity for Lord Vasudeva is referred to. Having laid
aside playthings even as a child, Prahlada, who looked like a dunce
by reason of his mind being fully absorbed in the Lord, and whose
soul was possessed by Lord Sri Krishna, as though by some spirit,
did not \iew the world as such (as it appears to worldly men, but
as full of Sri Krishna). Sitting or walking, eating or drinking,
lying down or speaking, he was never conscious of these acts,
finding himself constantly folded in the arms of Lord Govinda
(the protector of cows). Now he would cry (in agony at the sudden
disappearance of the Lord), his mind overwhelmed with the thought
of Lord Vishnu; now (when the Lord appeared again) he laughed
and full of delight at His thought he would now sing His praises
at the pitch of his voice. He would shriek with open throat and
dance casting all basefulness to the winds (as it were). Now imagin-
ing himself to be (none else than) the Lord and completely merged
in Him, he imitated His doings.

One day Hiranyakasipu asked his son what the latter regarded
as good. Prahlada replied that souls whose mind is ever disturbed